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Belief, then, in the supernatural, great as are the
services which it rendered in the early stages of
human development, cannot be considered to he any
longer required, either for enabling us to know what
is right and wrong in social morality, or for supply-
ing us with motives to do right and to abstain from
wrong. Such belief, therefore, is not necessary for
social purposes, at least in the coarse way in which
these can be considered apart from the character of
the individual human being. That more elevated
branch of the subject now remains to be considered.
If supernatural beliefs are indeed necessary to the
perfection of the individual character, they are neces-
sary also to the highest excellence in social conduct:
necessary in a far higher sense than that vulgar one,
which constitutes it the great support of morality in
common eyes.

Let us then consider, what it is in human nature
which causes it to require a religion; what wants of
the human mind religion supplies, and what qualities
it developes. When we have understood this, we
shall be better able to judge, how far these wants can
be otherwise supplied and those qualities, or qualities
equivalent to them, unfolded and brought to per-
fection by other means.

The old saying, Primus in orbe Deos fecit timor, I
hold to be untrue, or to contain, at most, only a small
amount of truth. Belief in Gods had, I conceive, even